                                                                        THE REGULAR MEETING
  OF THE BLUE GRASS CITY COUNCIL
 BLUE GRASS, IOWA            	NOVEMBER 17, 2025	

The Blue Grass City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on the 17th day of November 2025, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 114 N. Mississippi Street, Blue Grass, Iowa, pursuant to law, with Mayor Brad Schutte presiding, with a Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of reflection.    

Council present:  Brandenburg, Blok, Hermann and Smith.  Absent was member Bowman.        
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Brandenburg moved to approve the Agenda with the deletion of Item #5 and a change to Item #18 to read “Mediacom”, seconded by Smith.  Roll call:  Brandenburg-aye, Smith-aye, Blok-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Schutte read aloud the Mayoral Comments. 

PUBLIC FORUM:  From those in attendance, there were none.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  Smith moved to approve the Consent as presented, seconded by Blok.
1. November 3, 2025 minutes
2. Payment of claims 
Roll call:  Smith-aye, Blok-aye, Brandenburg-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried. 

BUSINESS LICENSING:   
3. Hall of Fame Fireworks:  Andy Anderson requested a Business License for the period of June 13th through July 8th to sell fireworks.  Brandenburg moved to approve the Business License for Hall of Fame Fireworks, LLC for the period of June 13, 2026 through July 8, 2026 with a license fee of $250.00, seconded by Smith.  Roll call:  Brandenburg-aye, Smith-aye, Hermann-aye and Blok-aye.  Motion carried.

INFORMATIONAL:   
4. Bi-State Regional Commission:  Planner for the Bi-State Regional Commission Natalie Murhpy introduced herself briefing the Council on all the services that Bi-State has to offer.  Mayor and Council welcomed Ms. Murphy stating that they were looking forward to working with her on various projects and grants.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:
5. Report:  Deleted from the Agenda.

PARK BOARD:
6. Report:  Member Mike Moellenbeck presented the November 2025 Park Board report.   

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
7. Report:  Mayor Schutte presented the October 2025 Police Department report prepared by Police Chief Mike Meier.   

NUISANCE ABATEMENT(S):    
8. Nuisance Abatement(s):  Mayor Schutte reported that there were a few remaining nuisance abatements.  Smith inquired about the status of nuisance abatement on East Lauretta Street and Brandenburg reported that there has been no progress on the property on East Meuse Street.  Mayor Schutte said he would follow up with Chief Meier.     

9. Status of Demolition Project:   Mayor Schutte reported that the garage and coop were taken down and that the equipment was on the property just waiting on the contractor to schedule the demolition of the house.



ORDINANCE/RESOLUTIONS:  
10. Third reading/Adoption of Ordinance Amendment 2025-12:  Smith moved to accept the third reading of Ordinance Amendment 2025-12 in reference to Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal Service Charges, seconded by Brandenburg.  Roll call:  Smith-aye, Brandenburg-aye, Blok-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried.
Smith moved to adopt Ordinance Amendment 2025-12, seconded by Brandenburg.  Roll call:  Smith-aye, Brandenburg-aye, Blok-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried.

11. Resolution 2025-37:  Blok moved to adopt Resolution 2025-37 acceptance and approval of the Annual Financial Report for FY 2025, seconded by Hermann.  Roll call:  Blok-aye, Hermann-aye, Brandenburg-aye and Smith-aye.  Motion carried.

12. Resolution 2025-38:  Smith moved to adopt Resolution 2025-38 in reference to approving the FY 2025 Annual Urban Renewal Report, seconded by Brandenburg.  Roll call:  Smith-aye, Brandenburg-aye, Blok-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried.

13. Resolution 2025-39:  Hermann moved to adopt Resolution 2025-39 authorizing the City Clerk to certify the City’s Debt Certificate for FY 2027, seconded by Blok.  Roll call:  Hermann-aye, Blok-aye, Brandenburg-aye and Smith-aye.  Motion carried.

14. Resolution 2025-40:  Hermann moved to adopt Resolution 2025-40 removing certain Tax Increment Financing properties as of June 30, 2026, seconded by Brandenburg.  Roll call:  Hermann-aye, Brandenburg-aye, Blok-aye and Smith-aye.  Motion carried.

FINANCIAL ASS’T GRANT:
15. LMI Application:  Brandenburg moved to table the application due to the fact that no inspection has been made, seconded by Hermann.  Roll call:  Brandenburg-aye, Hermann-aye, Smith-aye and Blok-aye.  Motion carried. 

POLICY & ADMINISTRATION:  
16. Clerk’s Report:  City Clerk Ann Schmidt presented the September 2025 Clerk’s Report.  It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with writing off the three delinquent accounts that date back to 2001.

17. Codebook Update:  The Clerk referred to an email from Justin Yarosevich from Simmering-Cory Iowa Codification giving the Council an update on the Codebook update and estimated timeline.

18. Mediacom:  The Clerk presented Mediacom’s new 3-year Rate Proposal as follows:  City Hall to 500/50Mbps for $125.94 a month; Public Safety Building 500/50Mbps for $125.94 a month and Public Works 500/50Mbps for $125.94.  It was the consensus of the Council to look into T-Mobile for Public Works and cancel the Public Safety Building’s account since they are all converted to fiber-optic.  Hermann moved to approve Mediacom’s 3-year proposal for City Hall, seconded by Blok.  Roll call:  Hermann-aye, Blok-aye, Brandenburg-aye and Smith-aye.  Motion carried.  

19. Sale of West Lauretta Street:  City Attorney William McCullough reported that the City had previously approved the sale of City property to Jeffrey Wulf; however, Mr. Wulf is now unable to purchase the property due to personal reasons and may be able to purchase the property after the 1st of the year.  Discussion was held as it was the consensus of the Council to dissolve the sale to Mr. Wulf and contact the other interested party that had previously placed a bid to see if they were still interested; otherwise, readvertise the property for sale.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  
20. Tax Abatement request:  McCollough reported that he had held a telephone conference with the City’s Bonding Attorney John Danos and after reviewing Midwest Property Holdings, LLC letter dated August 4, 2025 requesting tax abatement it was the consensus that the better alternative is to utilize a tax abatement program as there is greater flexibility and a ten-year window for the property owner to be reimbursed for its construction costs through abatement.  He said that the City should review its prior agreement with Premier RV regarding the terms to decide if they wish to move forward; however, in the meantime he would notify Mr. Brus of his discussions with the Bonding Attorney.  

21. Strategic Planning & Goal Setting:  There was nothing new to report at this time.

COMMENTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  From those in attendance, there were none.

ADJOURNMENT:  Brandenburg made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Smith.  Roll call:  Brandenburg-aye, Smith-aye, Blok-aye and Hermann-aye.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

_____________________________________
									Mayor Brad Schutte






___________________________________________________________             
Attest:  Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer
	
CLAIMS REPORT:
ALL SEASONS CARWASH  
	VEH OPER           
	48.50

	B.G. BUGLE
	ADVERTISING & PUBLICATIONS
	200.00

	COLUMN SOFTWARE, PBC
	ADVERTISING & PUBLICATIONS
	697.94

	DSI
	DRUG TESTING             
	146.50

	EASTERN IA LIGHT & POWER
	UTILITIES
	1,630.06

	EDMUNDS GOVTECH
	SOFTWARE UPGRADE
	9,500.00

	HUMANE SOCIETY  
	ANIMAL CONTROL
	                        640.00

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	38.70

	JOHNSON DISTRIB.
	BLDG & GRNDS MAINT
	7.00

	LACKEYS TREE SERVICE
	BLDG & GRNDS MAINT
	2,500.00

	MEDIACOM  
	INTERNET SVS                       
	1,171.80

	MEIER, MIKE
	TRAINING  
	239.40

	MENARDS  
	BLDG & GRNDS MAINT  
	399.47

	MIDAMERICAN ENERGY
	UTILITIES 
	1,809.62

	NAPA  
	VEH OPER  
	778.96

	OFFICE MACHINE CONSULT
	EQUIP OPER  
	20,733.00

	PS3 ENTERPRISES  
	BLDG & GRNDS MAINT  
	360.00

	REPUBLIC SVS  
	GARBAGE/RECYCLING
	11,277.00

	RNJ DISTRIBUTION 
	BLDG & GRNDS MAINT  
	10.70

	ROSS MEDICAL SUPPLY  
	EQUIP OPER  
	13.80

	SCOTT CO. SHERIFF
	JAIL EXPENSE  
	50.00

	UNIFORM DEN
	UNIFORM ALLOW  
	894.69

	VISA
	EQUIP/OPER SUPPLIES  
	757.59

	
	
	53,904.73

	TOTAL FUNDS:
	
	

	GENERAL
	
	      38,877.73 

	SANITATION
	
	         15,027.00 

	TOTAL FUNDS:
	
	      53,904.73 
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