CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA

AMENDMENT 2023-04
An amendment to Chapter 17.64 Board of Adjustment. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa after a thorough review and recommendation from the Ordinance Committee, hereby agrees to amend Chapter 17.64 Board of Adjustment.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Code, Section 17.64.060 as follows:

Chapter 17.64

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Sections:
17.64.060
Variances ─ Authority to Grant.

Section 17.64.060 reads as follows:

17.64.060
Variances ─ Authority to Grant.

When a property owner shows that a strict application of the terms of this title relating to the use, construction, or alteration of building or structures, or to the use of land, imposes upon him practical difficulties or particular hardships, then the board may make such variations from the strict application of the terms of this title as are in harmony with its general purpose and intent.  Such variations shall be made only to the extent permitted by §§17.64.070 through 17.64.130 and shall be made only if the board is satisfied, under the evidence heard before it, that a granting of such variation will not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant, but is necessary to alleviate some demonstrable hardship.  Application for a variance shall be made upon a form available from the City and shall be accompanied by a Three Hundred Dollar ($300.00) deposit to cover additional costs incurred, such as building commissioner, and city hall staff costs.  In addition to the costs deducted from the $300.00 deposit, the applicant will be charged for the cost of newspaper publication, City Attorney and/or City Engineer fees, current city expenses for mailing supplies, copies, recording fee(s), notification sign(s) and the current postage rate for certified mail, to notify concerned property owners.  Prior to acceptance of application and deposit, the City Clerk-Financial Officer shall provide the applicant an estimate of actual current costs.  Actual costs will be billed to the applicant regardless of variance approval.  (Amd. 2012-06, eff. 07/10/12)

Section 17.64.060 change to read as follows:

17.64.060
Variances ─ Authority to Grant.

When a property owner shows that a strict application of the terms of this title relating to the use, construction, or alteration of building or structures, or to the use of land, imposes upon him practical difficulties or particular hardships, then the Board may make such variations from the strict application of the terms of this title as are in harmony with its general purpose and intent.  Such variations shall be made only to the extent permitted by 17.64.070 through 17.64.130 and shall be made only if the Board is satisfied, under the evidence heard before it, that a granting of such variation will not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant, but is necessary to alleviate some demonstrable hardship.  Application for a variance shall be made upon a form available from the City and shall be accompanied by a three hundred dollar ($300.00) deposit to cover additional costs incurred, such as Building Commissioner, and City Hall staff costs.  In addition to the costs deducted from the three hundred dollar ($300.00) deposit, the applicant will be charged for the cost of newspaper publication, City Attorney and/or City Engineer fees, current city expenses for mailing supplies, copies, recording fee(s), notification sign(s) and the current postage rate for certified mail, to notify concerned property owners.  Prior to acceptance of application and deposit, the City Clerk-Financial Officer shall provide the applicant an estimate of actual current costs.  The City Clerk-Financial Officer shall mail a statement to the applicant of the total costs allowing 30 (thirty) days for payment and if payment has not been paid within 30 (thirty) days, the City Clerk-Financial Officer shall assess a late fee penalty of $40.00 (forty dollars) and shall certify the cost, plus the late fee penalty to the County Auditor and it shall then be collected with, and in the same manner as, general property taxes.  Actual costs will be billed to the applicant regardless of variance approval.  (Amd. 23-04, eff. 11/13/23)
Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    6th     day of

        November     , 2023.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    6th      day of

        November     , 2023.

_____________________________________                                                                   Mayor Brad Schutte

Attest: _______________________________________________

Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    

Date of 1st reading:      10-02-23
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