CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA

AMENDMENT 2023-01
An amendment to Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa after a thorough review and recommendation from the Ordinance Committee, hereby agrees to amend Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Code, Section 8.14.020 and add Section 8.14.195 as follows:
Chapter 8.14

REFUSE DISPOSAL

Sections:
8.14.020
Definitions.
8.14.195
Exemptions.
Section 8.14.170 change to read as follows:

8.14.170
Billing and Payment.  
A.  Bills for the rates and charges as herein established shall be issued monthly, on or about the twenty-fifth (25th) day of each month and are due and payable at the Office of the City Clerk-Financial Officer on or before the fifteenth (15th) day of the month, if the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday, payment shall be due and payable on the first business day after the 15th, or the customer shall be deemed delinquent, and a Five Dollar ($5.00) late charge added to the bill.  After payment has been delinquent for two consecutive months, the City shall send a written notice of discontinuance of garbage/recycling service by ordinary mail to the account holder, which shall include an additional Five Dollar ($5.00) delayed payment charge.  The notice shall advise the customer that the customer has ten (10) days to pay or service will be discontinued.  The monthly rates and charges will continue until the delinquency is paid in full.  Once the delinquency is paid, services will be resumed.
B.
If any portion of the charges on the bill are not paid at the office of the City Clerk-Financial Officer by the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following the month in which the bill was issued, a late payment charge of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be added thereto and collected therewith.

C.  For purposes of this section, the owner of a property receiving garbage/recycling services shall be responsible for the applicable monthly rates and charges, whether or not the house is occupied or vacant.  All final bills for garbage/recycling services shall be prorated on a thirty (30) day basis to the date the owner of the property has notified the City of Blue Grass to discontinue service.  Similarly, all initial bills for garbage/recycling services shall be prorated on a thirty (30) day basis to the date the owner of the property has notified the City of Blue Grass to begin garbage/recycling  services.   Service charges shall be billed on the monthly utility bills to the owners of the residential premises provided that, with the written consent of any such owner and the application by the tenant of any premises who is not the owner, filed with the City Clerk-Financial Officer to bill or such use and service of the utility may be rendered to the tenant, but same shall not be a waiver or release of the obligation of such owner to pay such charges in the event they are not paid by the tenant.  Service charges shall be paid in the same manner at the same time as other utility bills.  Persons not connected with the municipal utility shall be billed separately at the end of each month, and the charges shall be paid on or before the fifteenth (15th) day of the following month or if the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday payment shall be due and payable on the first business day after the 15th.  If service charges are not paid as provided herein, the City may discontinue the collection of refuse until paid.  Discontinuance of service by the City shall not relieve any person of the responsibility and obligation to abide by the terms of this chapter.  For purposes of this section, the term utility refers to garbage, recycling and sewer services.  If any portion of the charges on the bill for refuse services is not paid at the office of the City Clerk-Financial Officer by the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following the month or if the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday payment shall be due and payable on the first business day after the 15th in which the bill was issued, a late payment charge of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be added thereto and collected therewith.  (Amd. 11-08, eff. 12/01/11) (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)

(Suppl 12/31/22 – 2008 Codebook Update)

8.14.175 ─ 8.14.185

8.14.175
Discontinuance of Service by Resident/Owner.
A.
Discontinuance:  When residents leave their residence for two or more months, or their house is vacated for real estate purposes, they must give a 10-day notice to the City Clerk-Financial Officer.  A form, provided by the Clerk’s office, must be filled out in order to discontinue service.

B.
Resumption of service:  Upon returning or change of ownership, a resident must notify City Hall to resume garbage service and monthly garbage fees will then resume.

C.
Billing and charges:  Whenever a resident’s sewer service has been discontinued for non-payment of bill, garbage service will still apply and monthly garbage fees will remain in effect. (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)

D.
Bankruptcy filing:  In the event that a resident and or owner has filed bankruptcy, and proper notification has been filed with the City Clerk-Financial Officer, and their sewer service has been disconnected and the residence is vacated, a resident/owner may request to discontinue their garbage service until such residence is occupied and sewer service has been resumed.  (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)

For purposes of this section, the owner of the property receiving garbage service shall be responsible for the applicable monthly rates and charges, whether or not the house is occupied or vacant.  (Amd. 04-09, eff. 05/11/04) (Amd. 04-25, eff. 11/04/05) (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)

8.14.180
Service Charges and Cost of Collection Stickers.
A.
The service charge for collecting and disposing of refuse, and recyclable materials effective July 1, 2018 shall be Thirteen Dollars and Fifty Cents ($13.50) per month each dwelling unit; July 1, 2019 shall be Fourteen Dollars ($14.00) per month each dwelling unit; July 1, 2020 shall be Fourteen Dollars and fifty cents ($14.50) per month each dwelling unit and July 1, 2021 shall be Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per month for each dwelling unit.  An adjustment, if any, shall be determined by the City Council prior to July 1, 2022.  Yard Waste collection stickers shall be charged at the current rate.  The City Council shall annually set the monthly service charge for each dwelling unit for collecting and disposing of refuse and recyclable materials, and such service charges shall be at a rate comparable to its actual costs.  (Amd. 2012-12, eff. 09/12/2012) (Amd. 2018-01, eff. 06/11/18)

B.
Yard waste stickers for yard waste receptacles are available at City Hall at a current cost established by the City Council.

C.
Large item stickers are available at City Hall at a current cost established by the City Council.

D.
Trash and Recycling containers must be containers designated by the City Council for customers of the City’s utilities.  A charge for a trash or recycling container shall be added to the customer’s utility bill and shall be paid in the same manner and at the same time as the utility bill if the City of Blue Grass chooses to impose a fee for the containers.  (Amd. 11-08, eff. 12/01/11)

8.14.185
Returned Check Procedure.  (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)
A.
If a customer’s check is dishonored (returned unpaid) by the bank upon which it was drawn, the City will redeposit the check as soon as possible.  The charge for processing the returned check shall be Thirty Dollars ($30.00).  Bills will not be considered paid with a dishonored check and bills will not be considered paid until both the amount indicated on the bill and the charge for processing the returned check are paid.   

(Suppl 12/31/22 – 2008 Codebook Update)

8.14.185 ─ 8.14.200

B.
In the event the check is returned a second time for insufficient funds, there shall be an additional Thirty Dollar ($30.00) charge and a notice will be served upon the customer by a member of the Blue Grass Police Department.  The notice shall state the refuse service will be stopped if the balance is not paid in full within twenty-four (24) hours.  The charge for serving this notice shall be Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).  Payment by the customer under this paragraph may only be made by cash, money order, or certified check.  The notice shall also state that after service is stopped, service will be resumed only if all bills are paid in full, including any applicable reconnection fees.  

C.
If any fees are incurred to the City by the City Attorney, the customer shall reimburse the City for these costs.

D.
If a customer submits more than two checks which are dishonored by the bank upon which they are drawn within a one-year period, then the City may demand that future payments for service rendered must be made by cash, money order, or certified check.

If a customer makes payments on time over a period of a year, the City will accept personal checks in payment.   

8.14.190
Additional Regulations Authorized When.
Additional rules and regulations not inconsistent with the terms and provisions of the chapter may be promulgated and enforced by the director of Public Works with the approval of the City Council.

8.14.195
Exemptions.
Property zoned Agricultural may request to be exempt from the City’s refuse service with the stipulation that the property meet the entire definition of “farm”, defined in Section 8.14.020 “U”.  The property owner must have refuse collection on a regular basis and does not become a nuisance.  A form, provided by the Clerk’s office, must be filled out in order to be exempt. (Amd. 22-09, eff. 12/22/22)

8.14.200
Violation ─ Penalty.
Anyone who violates the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a municipal infraction and, upon conviction, with the exception of Section 8.14.140 shall be subject to a civil penalty of not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for a first offense or Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each repeat offense.  In addition to requesting imposition of civil fines, the City may also request that the court order equitable relief to prevent, correct, or abate such violations.  (Amd. 99-24, eff. 9/14/99) (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17)

Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    5th    day of

            December         , 2022.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    5th    day of

            December         , 2022.

_____________________________________                                                                   Mayor Brad Schutte

Attest: _______________________________________________

Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    

Date of 1st reading:      11-07-22
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