CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA
AMENDMENT 2025-02

An amendment to Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal.
	
	
	WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa after a thorough review and recommendation from the State’s Offset Program to amend Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal to establish procedures in the appeal process for an individual or entity indebted to the City.    

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Chapter, Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal, add Section 8.14.173 as follows:

Chapter 8.14
REFUSE DISPOSAL
Sections:
8.14.170	Billing of Service Charges.
8.14.173	Appeal.  Add

Chapter 8.14.170 now reads as follows:
8.14.170	Billing of Service Charges ─ Delinquencies. 
	All residential premises provided that, with the written consent of the property owner and the application by the tenant of any premises who is not the owner, filed with the City Clerk-Financial Officer to bill or such use and service of the utility may be rendered to the tenant, but same shall not be a waiver or release of the obligation of such owner to pay such charges in the event they are not paid by the tenant.  Service charges shall be billed monthly, on our about the twenty-fifth (25th) day of each month and the charges shall be due and payable on or before the fifteenth (15th) day of the following month or if the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday payment shall be due and payable on the first business day after the 15th.  If any portion of the charges on the bill for refuse services is not paid at the Office of the City Clerk-Financial Officer by the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following the month or if the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday payment shall be due and payable on the first business day after the 15th in which the bill was issued, a late payment charge of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be added thereto and collected therewith.  After sixty (60) days from the date the bill is due, any charges on the bill shall be deemed delinquent.  The City Clerk-Financial Officer shall send a delinquent letter by regular mail to the account holder assessing a Twenty-Five Dollar ($25.00) delinquent letter fee, giving the account holder ten (10) days (from the date of the letter) to pay all charges plus the delinquent letter fee.  The City Clerk-Financial Officer shall certify a lien to the County Auditor after thirty (30) days from the date of the delinquent letter on the unpaid account balance assessing a Twenty-Five Dollar ($25.00) lien fee.  A lien shall not be imposed pursuant to this section for a delinquent charge of less than Five Dollars ($5.00).  (Amd. 23-02, eff. 04/24/23)
	
If service charges are not paid as provided herein, the City may discontinue the collection of refuse until paid.  
Rental property.  If the tenant who is signed up for utilities is delinquent and does not pay by the fifteenth (15th) day of the month, the property owner becomes responsible for payment and will be notified of the delinquency.
Discontinuance of service by the City shall not relieve any person of the responsibility and obligation to abide by the terms of this Chapter.  For purposes of this section, the term utility refers to garbage and recycling services.  (Amd. 11-08, eff. 12/01/11) (Amd. 17-05, eff. 11/27/17) (Amd. 23-02, eff. 04/24/23)

Chapter 8.14.173 add as follows:
8.14.173	Appeal.  (Added at its entirety 25-02, eff. 01/29/25)

Purpose:  The purpose of the State Offset Program Appeal Process is to establish procedures in the appeal process for an individual or entity indebted to the City.   
Scope:  This Policy shall apply in all situations where an individual or entity wishes to appeal offset, by the City, of monies owed that have been held up for payment by the Iowa Department of Revenue’s State Offset Program pursuant to Chapter 8A of the Iowa Code.  
Procedure:  Upon the receipt of Notice by the City, from the State Offset Program of a “potential offset event”, meaning that funds are owed by the State of Iowa to a person or entity whose name was submitted to the Iowa Department of Revenue by the City of Blue Grass as owing money to the City, the City shall:   
1)  Notify the person/entity in writing at their last known address of the “potential offset event” and of their right to request an appeal with the City of Blue Grass to contest the authorization of debt

2) In the event written notice of appeal is received, the following appeal/hearing process will be as follows:
A. The appeal shall be heard by the City within fourteen (14) days of the receipt of the written appeal
B. An attempt will be made to work with the appellant to schedule the appeal hearing on a date and time that is mutually agreed upon; however, all hearings shall be scheduled between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday and shall not be scheduled during a Holiday observed by the City
C. After consideration of the testimony and/or evidence presented by the appellant, a decision shall be made within three (3) days with written notice of the decision being sent to the appellant by regular mail





Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    21st   day of
       January   , 2025.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    21st   day of
       January   , 2025.
													
_____________________________________                                                                   Mayor Brad Schutte


Attest: _______________________________________________
Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    





Date of 1st reading:        12-16-24	   
Date of 2nd reading:      01-06-25	   
Date of 3rd reading:       01-21-25	   
Date of Publication:       01-29-25	   
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