CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA
AMENDMENT 2025-03

An amendment to Chapter 15.04 Building Code.
	
	WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa after a thorough review and recommendation from the Building Commissioner to amend Chapter 15.04 Building Code, Section 15.04.043 Fences Requirements and Construction as fence permits are required under Section 15.04.020 Building Permit Required.    

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Chapter, Chapter 15.04 Building Code, Section 15.04.043 Fences Requirements and Construction as follows:
Chapter 15.04
BUILDING CODE
Sections:
15.04.043	Fences Requirements and Construction.

Section 15.04.043 now reads as follows:
15.04.043	Fences Requirements and Construction.
A.	This section establishes a fence as a structure and requires a building permit.
B.	There shall be four types of fences − residential, commercial, privacy, and decorative fences.
1.	Maximum height shall be:
	a.  Residential
	Six feet (6’)

	b.  Commercial
	Eight feet (8’)

	c.  Privacy
	Seven feet (7’)

	d.  Decorative
	Twenty-four inches (24”) except post, thirty-six inches (36”)


2.	Percent of fill maximum:
	a.  Residential
	85%

	b.  Commercial
	95%

	c.  Privacy
	95%

	d.  Decorative
	90-10%



3.	Type of material for fence permitted:
	a.  Residential
	Wood
	Wire mesh
	PVC

	b.  Commercial
	Wood
	Metal mesh
	PVC

	c.  Privacy
	Wood
	Filled wire mesh
	PVC

	d.  Decorative
	Wood
	Wire, chain
	PVC


C.	Location of fences:  Residential is the only fence permitted in the front yard.  “In front of the building setback” is a decorative type fence.  Temporary fences may be approved by the Building Commissioner, but only if a time limit of four months is approved, except reference easement and public property.
D.	Residential fences may be installed on the property line on the side yards except reference easement and public property conflict.
E.	Residential fences rear yard, may be installed on property line except reference easement and public property.
F.	Privacy fences may be installed around the deck, patio, swimming pool, around sunning area, but not for or on the property line or in a front yard.
G.	Building permits are required, a minimum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for all fences except those exceeding Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), any value exceeding Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) value shall be charged under the building code schedule.
H.	Commercial fences:  Shall be handled on a case-by-case review by the Building Commissioner.  But under NO CIRCUMSTANCES shall there be a fence in the building setback line as required under its zoning district.
I.	Location on easement and public property:  No fence shall be installed on public property unless it is a city-owned fence.
1.	A fence is not permitted on city easements.  If a fence is built on a city easement, it may be removed by the City after giving ten (10) day notice delivered by regular mail.
2.	The City shall not be responsible for any damage done to this fence, property, and the total cost of removal shall be accessed to the last known property owner.
3.	If the Board of Adjustment makes a variance, it shall require a cash bond of twenty percent (20%) of the total value of the fence for guaranteed removal when needed and a time limit of no more than five years shall be permitted.
J.	No fence may be located within thirty feet (30’) of an intersection.
K.	No barbed wire shall be used in the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, except a regular farm fence and a city fence around the city sewer plant.  Barbed wire fencing installed prior to January 24, 2019 shall be considered grandfathered-in and shall be permitted and if the fence is replaced, the fence is no longer grandfathered-in and shall be subject to this Section.   
A.   Barbed wire may be used in Commercial and Industrial properties with the approval of the Building Commissioner.  The owner of the property must demonstrate in writing why barbed wire will be needed for securing the property.  Barbed wire will be made of a rust-free material and will be applied above a 6-foot (six-foot) chain link fence.   (Amd. 19-04, eff. 04/08/19)
B.    Approval of barbed wire fencing will take into consideration the location of adjoining residential properties, schools, playgrounds and parks and visual appearance to the public.     (Amd. 19-04, eff. 04/08/19)
L.  No above ground electric fence shall be allowed within the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, except in agricultural areas approved by the Building Commissioner.  (Amd. 19-13, eff. 09/10/19)

Section 15.04.043 change to read as follows:
G.	Building permits are required a minimum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for all fences except those exceeding Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), any value exceeding Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) and the value shall be charged under the building code schedule. (Amd. 25-03, eff. 02/12/25)




Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    3rd    day of
    February   , 2025.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this    3rd    day of
    February   , 2025.
													
_____________________________________                                                                   Mayor Brad Schutte


Attest: _______________________________________________
Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    





Date of 1st reading:        01-06-25	   
Date of 2nd reading:      01-21-25	   
Date of 3rd reading:       02-03-25	   
Date of Publication:       02-12-25	   
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