CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA
AMENDMENT 2025-09

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 8.04 Nuisances. 
	
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Code, Chapter 8.04, Section 8.04.050 Abatement Nuisances as follows:
Chapter 8.04
NUISANCES
Sections:
8.04.030	Notice to Abate – Service. 
8.04.050	Abatement by City.

Chapter 8.04.030 now reads as follows:
8.04.030	Notice to Abate ─ Service.
A.	Whenever the Mayor, or such other officer as provided by law, finds that a nuisance exists, he shall cause to be served upon the owner, agent, or occupant of the property on which the nuisance is located, or upon the person causing or maintaining the nuisance, a written notice to abate or to request a hearing as provided in §8.04.070.
B.	The notice to abate shall be served by the Chief of Police, where practical, upon the named person in the manner provided by law for the personal service of original notices.  Return of service shall be made as provided by law for returns of personal service.

Chapter 8.04.030 change to read as follows:
8.04.030	Notice to Abate ─ Service.
A.	Whenever the Mayor, or such other officer as provided by law, finds that a nuisance exists, he shall cause to be served upon the owner, agent, or occupant of the property on which the nuisance is located, or upon the person causing or maintaining the nuisance, a written notice charging a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) letter fee for such notice to abate or to request a hearing as provided in §8.04.070 for each occurrence.

Chapter 8.04.050 now reads as follows:
8.04.050	Abatement by City.
If the person so notified neglects or fails to abate the nuisance as directed, the Mayor or other officer initiating the notice may cause the nuisance to be abated by the City with the following charges being applied:  a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) Service Call shall be charged for each occurrence with the following abatement charges, charged in thirty (30) minute increments:  service requiring a weed eater, chainsaw or other small hand tool(s) fifty dollars ($50.00) per hour; service requiring a mower sixty dollars ($60.00) per hour; service requiring a dump truck one hundred ten dollars ($110.00) per hour; service requiring a backhoe one hundred thirty dollars ($130.00) per hour and if an additional worker is required, an additional thirty dollars ($30.00) per hour shall be added.  If the abatement cannot be done by City employees, the job will be contracted out with the charges being the responsibility of the offender.  The Public Works Director shall keep an accurate account of the expenses incurred.  The expense account shall be fully itemized, verified and filed with the Clerk-Financial Officer, and presented to the City Council for approval.  (Amd. 2003-04, eff. 4/28/03) (Amd. 2019-17, eff. 11/25/19)

Chapter 8.04.050 change to read as follows:
8.04.050	Abatement by City.
If the person so notified neglects or fails to abate the nuisance as directed, the Mayor or other officer initiating the notice may cause the nuisance to be abated by the City with the following charges being applied:  a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fifty dollar ($50.00) Service Call shall be charged for each occurrence with the following abatement charges, charged in thirty (30) minute increments:  service requiring a weed eater, chainsaw or other small hand tool(s) fifty dollars ($50.00) seventy-five dollars ($75.00) per hour; service requiring a mower sixty dollars ($60.00) eighty dollars ($80.00) per hour; service requiring a dump truck one hundred ten dollars ($110.00) one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) per hour; service requiring a backhoe one hundred thirty dollars ($130.00) two hundred dollars ($200.00) per hour and if an additional worker is required, an additional thirty dollars ($30.00) fifty dollars ($50.00) per hour shall be added.  If the abatement cannot be done by City employees, the job will be contracted out with the charges 
being the responsibility of the offender.  The Public Works Director shall keep an accurate account of the expenses incurred.  The expense account shall be fully itemized, verified and filed with the Clerk-Financial Officer (see Section 8.04.060).   and presented to the City Council for approval.  (Amd. 2003-04, eff. 4/28/03) (Amd. 2019-17, eff. 11/25/19) (Amd. 2025-09, eff. 00/00/25)

Chapter 8.04.080 add to read as follows:
8.04.080	Violation – Penalty.
Anyone who violates the provisions of this article is guilty of a municipal infraction and upon conviction shall be fined as follows:
	A.	First offense			$100.00
	B.	Second offense		$150.00
	C.	Subsequent offense		$200.00
In addition to the civil fine, the city may seek equitable relief or take other abatement actions. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.










Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      7th      day of
        July   , 2025.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      7th      day of
        July   , 2025.
								
					
_____________________________________                                                       Mayor Brad Schutte

Attest: _______________________________________________
Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    



Date of 1st reading:      06-02-25	   
Date of 2nd reading:    06-16-25	   
Date of 3rd reading:     07-07-25	   
Date of Publication:      07-21-25	      
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