CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA
AMENDMENT 2025-10

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 8.20 Maintaining Private Property and Boulevard. 
	
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, hereby amends the Blue Grass Municipal Code, Chapter 8.20, Section 8.20.030 Billing and 8.20.045 Violation - Penalty as follows:
Chapter 8.20

MAINTAINING PRIVATE PROPERTY AND BOULEVARD

Sections:	
	
	8.20.025	Notice to owner.
8.20.030 	Billing.	
8.20.045	Violation – Penalty

Chapter 8.20.025 reads as follows:
8.20.025	Notice to owner.
Notice to the property owner shall be provided as follows:  The director shall cause to be published each year in a newspaper of general circulation within the city a notice stating that maintaining property as required under this chapter shall be done, that for violations of subsections A through C of Section 8.20.015 the property owner has until the growth reaches seven inches in height to cause the work to be done, and that for violations of subsections D through F the property owner has five calendar days to cause the work to be done. Further, the notice shall state that failure to comply after publication of the notice will result in the city causing the work to be done, and the costs incurred by the city shall be assessed against the property in the manner provided by law. No further notice shall be required.

Chapter 8.20.025 reads as follows:
8.20.025	Notice to owner.
Notice to the property owner shall be provided as follows:  The director Clerk-Financial Officer shall cause to be published each year in a newspaper of general circulation within the City a notice stating that maintaining property as required under this chapter shall be done, that for violations of subsections A through C of Section 8.20.015 the property owner has until the growth reaches seven inches in height to cause the work to be done, and that for violations of subsections D through F the property owner has five calendar days to cause the work to be done. Further, the notice shall state that failure to comply after publication of the notice will result in the City causing the work to be done, and the costs incurred by the City shall be assessed against the property in the manner provided by law.  No further notice shall be required.  (Amd. 25-10, eff. 00/00/25)

Chapter 8.20.030 reads as follows:
8.20.030	Billing.
Each property owner shall be sent by first-class mail to the address noted on the tax rolls of the City a bill for the work performed informing the property owner of the cost of such work and the Council intent to assess the cost if not paid in sixty calendar days from invoice date to the City Clerk. Any bill remaining unpaid after the sixty-day period may be assessed against the property in the manner provided by law.

Chapter 8.20.030 change to read as follows:
8.20.030	Billing.
Each property owner The Public Works Director shall keep an accurate account of the expenses incurred.  The Clerk-Financial Officer shall mail a fully itemized statement of the total cost and shall be sent by first-class mail to the address noted on the tax rolls of the City a bill for the work performed and if the amount shown by the statement has not been paid within informing the property owner of the cost of such work and the Council intent to assess the cost if not paid in sixty 30 thirty days calendar days from the invoice date to the City Clerk the Clerk-Financial Officer shall assess a late fee penalty of forty dollars ($40.00) and shall certify the cost, plus the late fee penalty to the County Auditor and it shall then be collected with, and in the same manner as, general property taxes. Any bill remaining unpaid after the 30 (thirty) sixty-day period may be assessed against the property in the manner provided by law.  (Amd. 25-10, eff. 00/00/25)

Chapter 8.20.045 reads as follows:
8.20.045	Violation – Penalty.
Anyone who violates the provisions of this article is guilty of a municipal infraction and upon conviction shall be fined as follows:
	A.	First offense			$50.00
	B.	Second offense		$100.00
	C.	Subsequent offense		$150.00
In addition to the civil fine, the City may seek equitable relief or take other abatement actions. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.

Chapter 8.20.045 change to read as follows:
8.04.080	Violation – Penalty.
Anyone who violates the provisions of this article is guilty of a municipal infraction and upon conviction shall be fined as follows:
	A.	First offense			$  50.00  $100.00
	B.	Second offense		$100.00  $150.00
	C.	Subsequent offense		$150.00  $200.00
In addition to the civil fine, the City may seek equitable relief or take other abatement actions. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. (Amd. 25-10, eff. 00/00/25)




Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.

Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.

Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      7th      day of
        July   , 2025.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      7th      day of
        July   , 2025.
								
					
_____________________________________                                                       Mayor Brad Schutte

Attest: _______________________________________________
Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    



Date of 1st reading:      06-02-25	   
Date of 2nd reading:    06-16-25	   
Date of 3rd reading:     07-07-25	   
Date of Publication:      07-21-25	      
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