CITY OF BLUE GRASS, IOWA
AMENDMENT 2026-03
An Ordinance adding Chapter 10.95 Electronic Devices to the Blue Grass Municipal Code,
City of Blue Grass, Iowa, to permit and regulate the safe operation of electric personal
assistive mobility devices and micromobility devices including minibikes and electric scooters.

WHEREAS, the City of Blue Grass recognizes the growing use of micromobility devices that range from electric-assist bicycles (e-bikes); electric scooters (e-scooters); skateboards and mobility devices ranging from wheelchairs, mobility scooters or other fuel-powered or battery devices, minibikes, etc. by residents and visitors, and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds it necessary to establish clear rules for the safe operation of such devices on sidewalks, shared use paths and City streets, and
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to promote mobility options while ensuring the safety of pedestrians, riders and the public.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council, of the City of Blue Grass Iowa, hereby adds Chapter 10.95 Electronic Devices to the Blue Grass Municipal Code, as follows:
CHAPTER 10.95
ELECTRONIC DEVICES
(added at its entirety)
Sections:
 10.95.010	Purpose.
 10.95.020	Definitions.
 10.95.030	Safe Operation of Electric Personal Assistive and Micromobility Devices.
 10.95.040	Penalty.

10.95.010	Purpose.
	The purpose of this Chapter is to permit and regulate the safe operation of micromobility devices that range from electric-assist bicycles (e-bikes); electric scooters (e-scooters); skateboards and mobility devices ranging from wheelchairs, mobility scooters or other fuel-powered or battery devices, as defined below, within the City limits of Blue Grass.
10.95.020 	Definitions.
For the purpose of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:
A. Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device.  Has the same meaning as set forth under Iowa Code § 321.1(20B).

B. Micromobility Device.  Means any device not an electric personal assistive mobility device and not a bicycle or low-speed electric bicycle (e-bike), designed to carry one rider or operator, where such device is equipped with an electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty (750) watts, and where such device is not required to be licensed or registered by the State of Iowa.  Micromobility devices may be propelled either by the power of the rider or by an electric motor or a combination thereof.  Micromobility devices include, but are not limited to, electric unicycles, electric tricycles (e-bike), electric stand-up scooters, electric sit-down scooters, and motorized skateboards.  The law defines three types of electric-assisted bicycles (e-bikes): 
1. Class 1:   e-bike provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and stops assisting at twenty (20) mph.
2. Clase 2:  e-bike can propel the bicycle without pedaling but stops assisting at twenty (20) mph.
3. Class 3:  e-bike provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and stops assisting at twenty-eight (28) mph.  Riders younger than eighteen (18) must wear helmets while operating or riding as passengers on Class 3 e-bikes.
C. Gas-powered or electric.  Minibikes and pocket bikes are classified as off-highway vehicles (OHVs) and are completely prohibited on public streets, sidewalks and multi-use trails.  They are strictly confined to private property.  
10.95.030 	Safe Operation of Electric Personal Assistive and Micromobility Devices.
A. Electric personal assistive mobility devices may be operated on sidewalks and shared use paths, as defined in City Code, in accordance with this Chapter and the provisions of Iowa Code § 321.235A.

B. Micromobility devices may be operated on sidewalks, and shared use paths in accordance with this Chapter.

C. A person who operates an electric personal assistive mobility device or micromobility device shall exercise caution to avoid colliding with any pedestrian, shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian, and shall not operate the device in such a manner as to indicate a willful or wanton disregard for the safety of people.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate an electric personal assistive mobility device or a micromobility device upon any publicly owned property at a speed greater than twenty (20) mph.

E. A person who operates an electric personal assistive mobility device or micromobility device shall obey the rules of the road.

F. No person shall operate a micromobility device upon any road with a posted speed limit of greater than twenty-five (25) mph.

G. All electric personal assistive mobility devices and micromobility devices shall only carry one person at a time.

H. All electric personal assistive mobility devices and micromobility devices used during the hours from sunset to sunrise shall display, or their drivers shall wear, a lamp on the front part of the device. The lamp shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least three hundred (300) feet from the front of the device and a red visible light from a distance of at least three hundred (300) feet from the back of the device.

I. All electric personal assistive mobility devices and micromobility devices operated on the road must be equipped with a high visibility colored flag unless the device is intended to be operated while the rider is standing upright.


10.95.040 	PENALTY.
Violations of this Chapter are a simple misdemeanor punishable by a twenty-five ($25.00) for a first offense and second offense.  Subsequent offenses are subject to a simple misdemeanor punishable in accordance with the standard City criminal penalty and will result in permanent revocation of privileges to use electric personal assistive mobility devices and micromobility devices upon City roads and sidewalks.



































Full force and effect.  This amendment shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage and publication as required by law.
Repealer.  This amendment shall be construed to repeal any prior amendment inconsistent herewith.
Severability of provisions.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this amendment be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as separate, distinct and independent provision as such holdings shall not be affected the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      8th      day of
      September  , 2026.

Approved and signed by the Mayor of the City of Blue Grass, Iowa, this      8th      day of
      September , 2026.
								
					
_____________________________________                                                       Mayor Brad Schutte

Attest: _______________________________________________
Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer    



Date of 1st reading:      08-03-26	   
Date of 2nd reading:    08-17-26	   
Date of 3rd reading:     09-08-26	   
Date of Publication:      09-15-26	      



2

